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THE SOCIETY’S FIRST PURCHASE— THE ILSLEY i oan 
NEWBURY, MASS. 


It is with the greatest satisfaction that the Trustees announce their first purchase. 
The Society is but little more than a year old, and has naturally had to spend much 
energy and money in organizing and canvassing for members, That it should 
nevertheless be able to buy so important an historic monument is a source of pro- 
found gratification and a hopeful augury for the future. 








THE ILSLEY HOUSE 


THIS house seems to have been built 
by Stephen Swett in 1670 or very soon 
afterwards. In 1691 he sold it to Hugh 
March, Jr., and a succession of later 
transfers brought the estate into the pos- 
Session of members of the Lyon, Wood- 
bridge, Noyes, Clark, Pierce, Colman, 
Titcomb, Putnam, and Ilsley families. 
On November 8, 1797, Oliver Putnam 
sold to Isaiah Ilsley, and the house has 
been in the hands of the Ilsleys or their 
descendants ever since. The Society 
bought it of a great-granddaughter of 
Isaiah Ilsley, Miss S. E. Small, of 
Newbury. 
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Detail of chamfer and finial on summer beam 


in the Ilsley house 


In local history the house has been a 
factor of importance. Some. say that an 
early printing press once stood here, and 
at various times chocolate works and 
other enterprises were carried on in the 
house, for in 1780 Dudley Colman, sell- 
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ing to Nicholas Titcomb, included ‘“‘ the 
mills and tools tor carrying on the choco- 
late, tallow chandlery, and tobacconist 
business.’’ In the period of Oliver Put- 
nam’s occupation a part of the house, 
at least, was used as a tavern. 

Some time in the eighteenth century, 
perhaps 1756-60, extensive alterations 
were made in the house. Their general 
effect was to deprive it of much of its 
Seventeenth century appearance, but for- 
tunately they were carried out without 
destroying all the older work. Beams 
were cased, ceilings plastered, fireplaces 
partly bricked’ up, panelling placed on 
the fireplace wails, and probably the 
lean-to was added at about 
the same time. The depth 
of the ground-floor windows 
leads to the suspicion that a 
hewn overhang of two or 
three inches along the front 
of the house may at some 
time have been conceaied by 
carrying the front wall of the 
second story straight down. 
This and other puzzling points 
must wait for their solution 
until the house can be restored 
throughout. The northern end 
of the house, which includes 
the three right end windows 
on the front in the view we 
give on the first page, is of 
much later date than the main 
body of the house, but just 
when it was erected is uncer- 
tain. Miss Sma!l assures us 
that the chimney in this north- 
ern end is comparatively new, 
and takes the place of one but little smaller 
than that still standing in the original 
house, which is enormous. 

In the older portion of the house there 
are several features worthy of mention. 
The indications are that the fireplaces, 














The Ilsley house, Newbury, 


when opened up again, will be found 
to have been very large. One of them 
was about four feet eight and one-half 
inches high by ten feet two inches wide. 
Part of this space was later made into a 
smalier fireplace and panelling made to 
tit it; the other part was made into a 
closet, with a short strip of the old man- 
telshelf left in place above it, and a par- 
tition wall across the room now leaves 
the new fireplace in one room and the 
closet in another. It is still possible to 
pass through the side of this closet into 
the original fireplace and, standing there 
with plenty of room, to look upward and 
see the blue sky. The chimney founda- 
tions are exceptionally large. 

In the second story south is a remark- 
ably fine summer beam, with chamfering 
and stops of somewhat unusual design, 
aS shown in the accompanying picture. 
On what was originally the rear wall of 
the second story (now under the lean-to 
roof) are a number of very large weather- 
beaten boards arranged perpendicularly. 
They show no signs of having been clap- 
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as it appeared about 1560 


boarded or shingled, and may be part of 
the original exterior of the house; they 
are certainly one of the interesting fea- 
tures awaiting further investigation. As 
the picture on page 9 shows, the south- 
ern end of the house has a slight over- 
hang, hewn out of the posts, and, 

previously stated, there is reason to sus- 
pect the existence of a similar overhang 
along the front of the house. Should 
this front overhang be discovered, it will 
be highly probable that the overhang con- 


tinued along the northern end. There 
are other interesting questions which 


must wait for their solution untii the 
house can be carefully restored. 

This estate was offered the Society 
for $2,500, which was later reduced to 
$2,400. The Trustees had two apprais- 
als made by competent local real estate 
brokers, and their estimates were $2,500 
and $2,800, respectively. The only money 
in the Society’s treasury was the Life 
Membership Fund. The by-laws require 
that this be invested, and the income 
only used for the general purposes of 





the Society. The Society’s counsel de- 
cided that real estate was a proper in- 
vestment for the fund if the estimated 
income were reasonably satisfactory, 
which here proved to be the case. It 
was then determined that if the family 
most concerned, and the Society’s mem- 
bers and friends in Newburyport, would 
co-operate, the Society would contribute 
enough more from this fund to buy an 
equity in the estate. The reasons for 
leaving a mortgage concern plans for the 
coming autumn, which it is unwise to 
mention as yet. The first and largest 
gift represented the family interest, being 
$250 from Mr. William H. Tweddell, of 
South Orange, N. J. His wife was a 
great-granddaughter of Isaiah Ilsley, and 
their wedding took place in the northeast 
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room of the house. Mr. Tweddell also 
took Life Membership for himself, his 
son, and his grandson on condition that 
this additional $150 be applied to the 
purchase price. This made $400 from 
the family, and members and friends, 
principally in Newburyport, contributed 
$408 more. A very welcome unre- 
stricted gift of $35 from the Warren 
and Prescott Chapter, D. A. R., and $500 
from the Life Membership Fund were 
appropriated by the Board of Trustees. 
The estate was purchased June 24, sub- 
ject to a mortgage of $1,200, an equal 
amount, $1,200, being paid for the 
equity. 

The list of donors is printed below, 
and it should be explained that the pur- 
chase funds exceed the purchase price, 
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THE OLD BAKERY, SALEM 
Preserved from destruction by the combined efforts of Miss Caroline Emmerton, of Salem, 
and this Society 




















partly because subscriptions were re- 
ceived after arrangements for the trans- 
fer were completed. This leaves a small 
amount available towards reduction of 
mortgage on the first interest day. In 
concluding it gives us great pleasure to 
say that the help and encouragement re- 
ceived from Miss S. E. Small, of New- 
bury, owner of the estate, Mr. William 
H. Tweddell, and Mrs. M. S. Bernheimer, 
of Newburyport, were not only of the 
greatest assistance, but were absolutely 
essential to the success of the under- 
taking. 

NoTE. Some of the facts relating to the his- 


tory of the house have been taken from ‘* Ould 
Newbury,” by John J. Currier. 





DONORS TO ILSLEY FUND 


Judge Aiken $5.00 
Mrs. M. S. Bernheimer 150.00 
Mr. David P. Coffin 12.50 
Miss Margaret W. Cushing 10.00 
The Misses Emery 100.00 
Rev. Rufus Emery 25.00 
Mr. Arthur F. Harlow 3.00 
Mr. Henry B. Little 50.00 
Mr. George W. Richardson 10.00 
Miss Sarah E. Stickney 15.00 
Miss Ellen G. Todd 12.50 
Mr. William H. Tweddell 250.00 

Mr. William H. Tweddell (Three Life 
Memberships) 150.00 
Warren and Prescott Chapter, D. A. R. 35.00 
Late Mr. James E. Whitney 15.00 
$543.00 


THE OLD BAKERY 


The wonderfully interesting old house 
in Salem, Mass., known by the above 
name, was sold this spring as part of a 
deal having for its object what a real 
estate broker would call ‘‘ improvement.”’ 
The first step in this “‘ improvement ”’ 
was the destruction of an_ interesting 
eighteenth century house on the corner 
of Federal and Washington Streets. The 
next threatened to be the destruction of 
the Old Bakery. This would have been 
such a terrible loss that an officer of this 
Society bought the building, and was 
prepared to move the older part or take 
it apart and store the timbers. This 
caused a delay which proved the salva- 
tion of the house. Our Board of Trus- 
tees was ready to act in the same way 
that it had in the case of the Ilsley house, 
but time was lacking. In this emergency 
one of the incorporators of this Society, 
Miss Caroline Emmerton, of Salem, volun- 
teered to buy the house and move it to a 
site near the House of the Seven Gables, 
the famous seventeenth century house 
already bought and restored by her some 
The Board of Aldermen 


years ago. 
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granted the permit to move, although 
the distance was great and involved both 
crossing and following electric car tracks. 
The purchaser of the land kindly granted 
an extension of the time before which 
the site must be vacated. By the time 
this Bulletin reaches its readers the Old 
Bakery will be standing on its new site, 
well on its way to a thorough restoration. 

The history of this house is somewhat 
obscure. It is certainly seventeenth cen- 
tury, but whether early, middle, or late 
is as yet subject for debate. Mr. Nor- 
man M. Isham would give it an early 
date. His services were called on by the 
Essex Institute to preserve a description 
of the architectural details of the house 
when its destruction seemed certain. 
Others, as Mr. Sidney Perley, assign the 
house to a later date. Some maintain 
the house was moved to its recent site, 
others that it was built there. Since it 
is to be expected that its whole history 
will be carefully looked up and printed 
in the near future, we will limit our 
attention to its architecture. 

The house is in three parts, of the 
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Piss set 


Seventeenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth 
century Styles, and each part is of two 


stories. Only the oldest part concerns us 
here. This was originally a two-story 


house, with one room on each floor. At 
one end were an enormous chimney, the 
Stairs, and the entrance door. The orig- 





OLD BAKERY 
Detail of carving on posts 


inal chimney was pulled down long ago. 
The second story overhangs the first along 
its entire front by about eighteen inches, 
and this overhang and the interior deco- 
ration on the framing give the house its 
supreme importance. Two end girders, 
a chimney girder, and two summers pro- 


ject over the lower story, and the end 
of each of these timbers is beautifully 
cut and chiselied, making an overhang 
in some respects the finest left to us. 
In the interior, on each floor, the posts 
supporting the summers were similarly 
treated, and a glance at the accompany- 





OLD BAKERY 
Detail of overhang seen from below 


ing cuts will give a good idea of their 
appearance, aS well as of that of the 
Overhang. Strangely enough, with all 
this elaboration, the work was done in 
a Slapdash sort of way, almost brutal 
in its simplicity, and the timbers vary 
in Size in an amazing way. The whole 














work is essentially medieval, and the 
decorative motives are of Gothic ex- 
traction. 

The lesson to be learned from the 
narrow escape of the Old Bakery is that 
this Society must perfect some mechan- 
ism for acting with the utmost speed in 
cases Of grave emergency. If, as was 
here the case, it finds itself without avail- 
able funds at the vital moment, it must 
have plans for bridging the gap in its 
finances, or fail in part at least of its 
work. As it is we may well congratu- 
late ourselves that Miss Emmerton was 
able to write the Corresponding Secretary: 


“1 foresee that your Society will have a 
splendid annual report of houses saved 
this year. The Bakery should certainly 
be counted among them, for if you had 
not appeared on the scene nothing effec- 
tive would have been done in Salem.”’ 


NoTe. The Essex Institute, having strained 
its resources to the limit in the preservation of 
the Ward house, was unable to buy the Bakery, 
but through its Secretary, Mr. Dow, gave us 
valuable and much appreciated assistance. The 
name Old Bakery is of comparatively recent 
origin, and refers to a bakery- located in the 


cellar after the grade of Washington Street 
was lowered to give easy access to Bridge 
Street. 
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THE BENAIAH TITCOMB HOUSE, NEWBURYPORT 


Present indications are that this house has been preserved from destruction by the combined 
efforts of this Society and the Nathaniel Tracy Chapter, Daughters of the Revolution 


THE BENAIAH TITCOMB HOUSE : 
The recent history of this house is as soon removed, and the old Titcomb house 


Strange as it well can be. The site on 
which it stood, on Green Street, a short 
distance behind the City Hall, was taken 
by the city for use in connection with 
some new municipal buildings. The 
houses, probably eighteenth century, 
which had crowded against its front were 


for the first time revealed to modern New- 
buryport. A newspaper clipping sent us 
by one of our friends brought the house 
to the attention of this Society’s officers. 
A visit to Newburyport in connection 
with the Ilsley house gave an opportu- 
nity to inspect the Titcomb house, which 








proved, contrary to expectation, to be of 
very great interest. 

The house was built in 1695 or soon 
after, and tradition has it that its tim- 
bers were from trees cut on the lot. The 
house was originally of two stories, with 
two rooms to a story. It had a hewn 
overhang of about two inches along the 
front and both ends. Ata later period 
a lean-to was added. The staircase, of 
which we give a view, is very interest 
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these ends rest the rafters. At least one 
other house in Newburyport had this 
same feature, the Pillsbury house, on 
High Street, burned to the ground several 
years ago. The picture of the Goodhue- 
Putnam house, which formerly stood in 
Danvers, gives a good idea of a plas- 
tered coving; it was impossible to secure 
one equally good of the Titcomb house. 
The city of Newburyport, through its 
mayor, Offered to give this Society the 
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Staircase in Benaiah Titcomb house 


ing, with a slightly Jacobean flavor. 
Whether or not it is of the same date as 
the house would be hard to say ; it might 
have been put in at the time the lean-to 
and some interior panelling were added. 
An extremely interesting and rare feature 
is the plastered coving along the eaves of 
the front of the house. This makes about 
a quarter of a circle, and is attached to 
the projecting ends of girders and sum- 
mers in the attic floor, which are cut 
under to receive it. On the tops of 
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house if it would move it away. At the 
time this proposal was made the future 
of the Old Bakery was still undecided ; 
there was no money to spend except the 
Life Membership Fund, and the Ilsley 
house was about to be acquired. It 
seemed a mistake to concentrate the So- 
ciety’s work, and making the Titcomb 
house a profitable investment for the 
Life Membership Fund would surely in- 
volve large expense for an attractive lot 
and elaborate restoration of the house. 
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The Board of Trustees declined to act. 
Its tinal decision was somewhat influenced 
by the knowledge that Mr. N. M. Isham 
had been called by one of our members 
to make careful measurements of the 
house, and that another member, Mrs. 
M. S. Bernheimer, of Newburyport, had 
carefully removed the best portions of 
the interior and would allow the Society 
to take any it wished for its own use. 
The building was then abandoned to its 
fate, but only for a few days. Mrs. 
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Courtesy the Frank Cousins Art Co., Salem 





scheme will be successfully carried out, 
tentative plans having been agreed upon 
for hiring the rear of the Newburyport 
Historical Society's lot as the new Site. 

Several points stand out very clearly 
in this experience with the Titcomb 
house. Our Society can accomplish a 
great deal without necessarily purchasing 
for itself, if it can only arouse local in- 
terest. The Regent of the Newburyport 
Chapter, D. R., assures us that but for 
our efforts they would -never have 
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THE GOODHUE-PUTNAM HOUSE, DANVERS 
(destroyed by fire) 
An excellent example of a plastered coving 


Fitz, one of our Trustees, is President 
General of the National Society of 
Daughters of the Revolution. She told 
our Corresponding Secretary that the 
local (Nathaniel Tracy) Chapter, D. R., 
was looking for a home and had about 
$1,200 to spend. This started a corre- 
spondence which caused the Chapter to 
vote, on the very day when the house 
was to be destroyed, that they would 
take it, move it, and maintain it as their 
home. Present indications are that this 


thought of the Titcomb house as a pos- 
sible future home. Moreover, it is cer- 
tain that the delay caused by our efforts 
Several times postponed the date of dem- 
olition. The Preservation Society may 
then truthfully claim that in this case, as 
in that of the Old Bakery, its help was 
vital to the preservation of the house. 
Finally, the Daughters were able to act 
for but a fraction of what it would have 
cost us to act. We would have been 
carefully investing a fund in a finished 








house, bearing renting possibilities con- 
Stantly in mind. The Daughters, merely 
wanting a chapter home, were not obliged 
to be so particular about its location, and 
could save tremendously in the cost of fit- 
ting up. This illustrates the disadvantage 
we are under in having to depend on a 
trust fund. As pointed out in the article 





on the Old Bakery, this Society must 
perfect some mechanism for acting with 
the utmost speed in cases of grave emer- 
gency. In the cases of the Titcomb 
house and Old Bakery luck was with us, 
but in the next case it may be against 
us, with the result that some important 
monument may be destroyed. 





FIRST ANNUAL REPORT 


The first annual meeting of The So- 
ciety for the Preservation of New Eng- 
land Antiquities was held in Boston, 
March 8, 1911, and by special invitation 
members gathered in the home of Miss 
Mary Lee Ware, 41 Brimmer Street. 

The meeting opened with a few intro- 
ductory remarks by President Bolton. 
Then followed the report of the Corre- 
sponding Secretary, Mr. Appleton, who 
summed up the work of the year. The 
Society was congratulated on having 
made a reality of what was, twelve 
months since, but a dream. It is now 
well established, with a membership of 
over three hundred and a permanent 
fund rapidly approaching $3,000. This 
membership is scattered through twenty 
states of the Union, the District of Co- 
lumbia, and Canada. 

The Secretary’s field work has taken 
him to every state in New England, 
barring Vermont. In Maine the towns 
visited were, Kittery, York, Kennebunk, 
Portland, Bath, and Rockland. 

In New Hampshire, Dover, Durham, 
and Portsmouth were visited, and photo- 
graphs and drawings were made of the 
Bunker garrison house in Durham. 

In Massachusetts, Newburyport, Man- 
chester, Gloucester, Ipswich, Salem, 
Dracut, Lowell, Concord, Lexington, 
Cambridge, Kingston, Milton, and other 
towns were visited, and excellent oppor- 


tunities for work were found in some 
of these. ; 

A careful survey of Newport, R. L., 
was also made, and plans for future 
work in that city are now under con- 
sideration. A distressing feature of the 
visit was the discovery that several of 
the houses mentioned in Isham & 
Brown's “ Early Rhode Island Houses,”’ 
which were standing only as recently as 
1895, have now disappeared. This same 
observation holds through Connecticut, 
and a preliminary survey of that field 
was taken on a visit to Hartford, Farm- 
ington, Berlin, East Hartford, Glaston- 
bury, Rocky Hill, Wetherstield, and 
New Haven. 

Some houses, which it was hardly ex- 
pected to find standing, were nevertheless 
still there. Among those which had 
disappeared was, unfortunately, the fine 
Patterson house at Berlin. 

As to the coming year’s work, it seems 
probable that a beginning will be made 
in securing interesting buildings. Nego- 
tiations are already under way, and at 
least one or more of the seventeenth cen- 
tury houses will doubtless be purchased. 

It is not the expectation that the So- 
ciety will be called upon to pay out of 
its limited means the whole amount 
of the purchase price. At most, a third 


is apt to be appropriated from the So- 
ciety’s treasury ; another two-thirds will 











have to be forthcoming from the de- 
scendants of the builders or occupants 
of the houses, and from those friends 
likely to be interested in their preserva- 
tion. That this is a feasible plan seems 
probable, judging from the experiences 
of the past year. 

Other means of acquiring real estate 
will always be by gift or bequest. It 
may, at first glance, seem that this must 
deprive the future members of the family 
of the chance of living in their ancestral 
home. The case is really just the oppo- 
site, because such gifts or bequests can 
easily be conditioned in such a way that 
descendants of the family shall have 
prior right of occupancy whenever a new 
lease is to be written. In this way the 
hous can be safeguarded over the life- 
time of a generation taking no interest 
in it, to be occupied by a later generation 
which may care todo so. The bequest 
of a family’s home should then be re- 
garded as safeguarding the famiiy’s 
interest rather than as forfeiting it. 

n concluding his remarks, the Corre- 
sponding Secretary called attention to 
something that all the members could 
do for the Society, namely, they could 
collect and turn over to the Librarian 
such pictures, postal cards, and photo- 
graphs of interesting New England 
houses and scenery as might come their 
way; even those of other places in 
America, but outside of New England, 
could be used, since they offer possibilities 
of comparison for students. 

Such views every one picks up in 
the course of the summer, and the mem- 
bers were urged to bear the Society in 
mind on all occasions when such material 
presents itself. 


The report of the Board of Trustees 
was presented by President Bolton and 
covered briefly the ‘various meetings 
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held for the year, special mention being 
made of the enthusiastic co-operation 
between the Board of Trustees and the 
Society’s officers and members. The 
President was very hopeful regarding 
the Society’s future, and all who heard 
him were convinced that his hopefulness 
was well grounded. 





The Treasurer’s report, which was au- 
dited by Mr. Grenville H. Norcross and 
Mr. Charles 1. Thayer, showed a year 
safely concluded, with a trifling balance 
in the treasury and a substantial life 
membership fund already well started. 


The report of the Librarian was a 
gratifying surprise, for more than four 
hundred photographs, picture postal 
cards, and views of all kinds have been 
received during a year which could 
truthfully be said to have contained as 
working months simply the fall and 
winter. The Library is also started and 
promises to grow rapidly in the future. 


The Society’s Museum has as yet 
hardly come into existence. This has 
not been through lack of desire to create 
one, but for lack of space in which to 
house it. With the election of Mr. 
Henry Davis Sleeper a change for the 
better is sure to take place, for Mr. 
Sleeper’s enthusiasm will not only in- 
crease the number of gifts, but will also 
find a place for everything received. 

An interesting address was given by 
Mr. Dow, of the Essex Institute, Salem, 
who spoke of the efforts at reconstruct- 
ing the life of the past not only in its 
Museum but in the restored Ward house 
on the Museum’s grounds. He was em- 
phatic as to the need of such a Preserva- 
tion Society in the New England field, 
and regretted that it had not been started 
years ago. Besides actually preserving 








old buildings and household property, 
he said the Society could do much good 
work in collecting authoritative facts as 
to the actual appearance of homes of the 
past in any given part of New England 
at any given time. There was need of 
such a collection of data in restoring the 
Ward house, which presented various 
puzzling problems. 

Among other questions which had to 
be met were these: proper finishing of 
a chimney top; when was paint first 
used on houses in Salem, and how much 
of the house was then painted; what 





was the size of the panes of glass in old 
diamond-paned windows; and so on in- 
detinitely. Data on these and many 
Other points must be in existence, and 
need only to be discovered and properly 
brought together to be made available for 
the future. In no hands could such work 
be more properly placed than in those of 
a Society having as its sole field, work 
of Preservation and Restoration. 

After the election of the following 
Officers and Trustees, the meeting dis- | 
solved to partake of Miss Ware’s liberal 
hospitality. 





BOARD OF TRUSTEES 1911 
President, CHARLES KNOWLES BOLTON, Shirley 
Vice-Presidents : 
Massachusetts, MISS ALICE LONGFELLOW, Cambridge 
WALDO LINCOLN, Worcester 
Connecticut, Mrs. MARY BUSHNELL CHENEY, South Manchester 


GEORGE M. CwrTIS, 


Rhode Island, Mrs. F. E. CHADWICK, 


Cot. R. H. I. GODDARD, 


Mrs. ARTHUR E. CLARKE, 
Dr. WALLIS D. WALKER, 


New Hampshire, 


Vermont, Mrs. SHERMAN EVarRTS, 
Mr. WILLIAM B. C. STICKNEY, 
Maine, Mr. WILLIAM D. PATTERSON, 
Mrs. ABBA GOOLD WOOLSON, 
Treasurer, WILLIAM C. ENDICOTT, 


Recording Secretary, DWIGHT M. PROuTY, 


Corresponding Secretary, | WILLIAM SUMNER APPLETON, 
Librarian, ERNEST L. Gay, 


Director of Museum, HENRY DAVIS SLEEPER, 


TRUSTEES FOR ONE YEAR 
Mr. JOHN ALBREE, Swampscott 


Meriden 
Newport 
Providence 


Manchester 
Portsmouth 


Windsor 
Bethel 


Wiscasset 
Windham Centre 


Danvers 

Chestnut Hill 

Boston, 20 Beacon Street 
Boston 


Gloucester 





Mrs. ADELINE F. Fitz, Wakefield 


TRUSTEES FOR 


DR. CHARLES M. GREEN, Boston 
Miss HELEN F. KIMBALL, Brookline 


MR. WORTHINGTON C. ForbD, Cambridge 
MISS ELIZABETH W. PERKINS, Boston 
TWO YEARS 


PRES. HENRY LEFAVOUR, Boston 
Mrs. IDA F. MILLER, Wakefield 


TRUSTEES FOR THREE YEARS 


Miss FANNY P. MASON, Boston 
Mr. JULIUS H. TUTTLE, Dedham 
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MISS MARY LEE WarE, Boston 
MR. FREDERIC WINTHROP, Ipswich 














THE SOCIETY 


BULLETIN 
FOR THE PRESERVATION 


OF 


OF 


NEW ENGLAND ANTIQUITIES 


The Bulletin is published as occasion may justify for free distribution among members of the 


Society. 
for interesting news items. 
desired. 


It aims to keep them in touch with the progress of its affairs and counts on their support 
Views and accounts of old houses destroyed or threatened are much 


The bulk of a Bulletin edition is printed on coated paper, which is not very durable, but helps 


the half-tone cuts. 
these can be had on request. 


Membership in the Society is open to any one on election by the Board of Trustees. 
are aS follows: Life, $50; Active, $5 a year ; Associate, $2 a year. 
but Associate Members may not vote or hold oftice. 


sponding Secretary, 20 Beacon Street, Boston. 


NOTES 
It is pleasant to know that the Society 
has been of some service to Mr. Lynde 


Sullivan in his purchase of the old 
General Sullivan house at Durham, 
N. H. He proposes to restore house 


and grounds carefully and thoroughly. 
A terraced garden formerly connected 
the house with Oyster River, and this 
will be appropriately replanted. Whether 
or not the so-called slave quarters can be 
restored is open to question, for they 
are in a terribly dilapidated condition. 


The Trustees have been offered as a 
purchase the Samuel Fowler house, built 
in Danvers, Mass., in 1809, It is a fine 
brick house of eleven rooms, and in such 
good repair as to call for but a small 
outlay other than that involved in in- 
stalling a furnace and modern conven- 
iences. The house stands in ample 
grounds on a corner of the village square 
of Danversport. The walls of the upper 
and lower hall still retain a fine but 
simple old paper with a repeating design, 
put on at the time the house was built. 
The house and grounds are for sale and 
have been offered to the Society on very 
reasonable terms because the owners real- 
ize that the Society would preserve them 
indefinitely. Largely owing to lack of 


funds, the Board of Trustees has hesitated 


A few copies are printed on durable cameo paper, at some cost to the cuts; 


The dues 
All members receive the Bulletin, 
Address all communications to the Corre- 


to buy this house, although it is well 
worth preserving. Any persons inter- 
ested in it, who may wish to help the 
Society acquire it, should communicate 
with the Corresponding Secretary or the 
Treasurer, 


On February 28 President Bolton had 
the honor of addressing the Massachu- 
setts Society of Colonial Dames of 
America at the home of Mrs. Robert S. 
Bradley, 411 Commonwealth Avenue. 
Another member, Mr. Francis H. Bige- 
low, spoke on old silver. 


The Corresponding Secretary, Mr. 
Appleton, spoke of this Society before 
the New Hampshire Society of Colonial 
Dames of America, with the result that 
Several Dames have joined this Society 
too. Mr. Bigelow then spoke on old 
New England church silver. 


The Society will be glad to accept gifts 
of appropriate land or buildings, or to 
act as trustee of properties the preserva- 
tion of which their owners may wish to 
safeguard. Correspondence is_ invited. 


The Society wishes to form a complete 
collection of views and accounts of all 
the notable old buildings and sites in 
New England. To accomplish this it 
must depend largely on gifts of photo- 














graphs, drawings, engravings, picture 
postal cards, and books. All persons 
are urged to present such material to the 
Society. 

The Society is greatly in need of 


an endowment fund to maintain the 
office properly and to assure the support 
of a worthy New England museum; it 
is hoped the members will bear this in 
mind. 


FORM OF BEQUEST 


| give, devise, and bequeath forever to The Society for the Preservation of New 


England Antiquities 


HOUSES OPEN TO OUR MEMBERS 
ON PRESENTATION OF 1011 
MEMBERSHIP. TICKET 


Mrs. Leavitt Hunt invites her fellow- 
members to visit her home, ‘ Elms- 
holme,’’ Weatherstield, Vt., this coming 
Summer. Mrs. Hunt will be glad to 
show the house, which dates from before 
1811, on presentation of 1911 Member- 
ship Ticket. 


Miss Alice Longfellow announces that 
members are welcome to visit the Craigie 
house (Washington’s headquarters, Long- 
fellow’s home), Brattle Street, Cambridge, 
Mass., on Saturdays from two to four. 


Mrs. Ellen S. Rounds will be glad to 
show her fellow-members her garrison 
house situated on Garrison Road, off 
Back River Road, Dover, N. H.; house 
probably built and owned by John Drew 
in 1698. One of the least altered and 
best preserved garrison houses in New 
England. See Bulletin No. 2, page 3. 


Dr. Charles M. Green, a Trustee, an- 
nounces on behalf of the Royall House 
Association, of which he is Treasurer, 
that members of this Society may visit 
the Royall house, Medford, Mass., from 


April to December, daily except Sunday, 
from two to five. There is no charge, 
but members desirous of helping the 
Association may drop a contribution in 
the box. 


Mrs. John Holmes Morison invites 
members to visit ‘‘ Bleakhouse’”’ (1792) 
from October 1, 1911, to June 1, 1912, 
Peterborough, N. H., one mile from the 
town, on the Wilton Road. 


President and Mrs. Bolton will be glad 
to see members at their home in Shirley, 
Mass., where they will gladly show their 
collections of pewter, glass, cooking 
utensils, and implements connected with 


Shaker industries. The house is on 


Center Road, halfway between the Center 
and the village, and is easily recognized, 
as it is the only one of brick. 


Members will please bear in mind that 
as most of these houses are occupied and 
in private hands, visiting hours may be 
altered or privileges withdrawn to suit 
the convenience of Owners or tenants 
without previous notice to our members. 
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Mrs. Charles J. White, Boston 


Miss May W. White, 
Mr. Fred E. Whiting, 
Mr. D. R. Whitney, 

Mr. James E. Whitney, 
Miss Josephine Whitney, 
Mr. George H. Wilcox, 
Miss Susanna Willard, 
Mr. Lombard Williams, 
Mr. William A. Wing, 


New York City 
Auburndale, Mass. 
Boston 

Boston 

North Cohasset, Mass. 
Meriden, Conn. 
Cambridge, Mass. 
Hingham, Mass. 

New Bedford, Mass. 


Mrs. Lorillard Spencer, Newport, R. 1. Miss Margaret M. Wright, Philadelphia 
Mrs. R. H. F. Standen, Dublin, Ire. Mrs. Martha L. Wyman, Fitchburg, Mass. 
Mr. M. Standish, New York City Miss Fanny Young, Boston 
Mrs. Henry R. Stedman, Brookline, Mass. 
SUMMARY 

Life Members 69 

Active Members 190 

Associate Members 217 


Total 


476 














THE SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION OF 
NEW ENGLAND ANTIQUITIES 


The organization of The Society for the Preservation 
of New England Antiquities marks an important departure 
from the usual form of antiquarian societies. Its sole object 
is fully indicated by its name. The most important antiqui- 
ties to be preserved are houses built in the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries and in the first years of the nineteenth. 
The income of the Society, including membership dues and 
income from Life Membership Fund, will be used to obtain 
possession of the best of them. Each house purchased will 
be restored, if need be, and whenever feasible let to tenants 
under proper restrictions for the purpose of obtaining its 
best care and preservation. Houses of surpassing interest 
will probably always be open to the public, and main- 
tained solely as memorials. Eventually it will be the 
Society’s plan to preserve smaller antiquities in a museum, 
sectional and national in character, conveniently placed in 
a fireproof building in Boston. 


A very large membership is absolutely essential to the 
success of this Society, and the Society is essential to the 
preservation of our fast vanishing antiquities. Persons 
wishing to become members should apply to the Corre- 
sponding Secretary, W. Sumner Appleton, 20 Beacon Street, 
Boston, Mass., enclosing cheque payable to William C. 
Endicott, Treasurer. The classes of membership are: Life, 
$50; Active, $5 per year; Associate, $2 per year. All mem- 
bers receive the Bulletin, but associate members may not 
vote or hold office. 


